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“To control his
own ball, all alone
without help or
hindrance, the
golfer must first
and last control
himself....”

From the Director

pril showers have gone their way and soon the May flowers

will be gracing our landscape — and hopefully some new grass
around the new playground. The flurry of activities is impossible
to keep up with. More assemblies, the musical, field trips, picnics,
concerts, the 8th grade trip, the 8th grade dinner and dance,
the carnival, the graduation itself, and the last day of school
(Kennywood Day) — so many wonderful happenings, so much
excitement!

There is more, but I'm not really allowed to know. | love the kids.
Every once in a while, one will walk up to me, pull on my sleeve
and say, “We have a secret, but we can't tell you!” The anticipation
is great! Such energy, such effort. Things must be whirling around
me so fast that | can’t even begin to comprehend.

| am looking forward to the future. For me, the following

quote will give you an idea of the physical and mental strain | have
planned for myself beginning July 1, 2004. “To control his own
ball, all alone without help or hindrance, the golfer must first

and last control himself. At each stroke, the ball becomes a vital
extension, an image of one's innermost self.” Now, you all must
realize, knowing me, that such control, for me, comes only with
supreme effort. | will be striving to exert that control often, and
hopefully successfully.

In the meantime, | know that all of you will continue to exert the
maximum effort in the name of Falk School. Thanks to all of you for
helping me navigate for the last thirty-five years. | will miss the kids,
the teachers, and the parents. I'll be thinking of you.

— Dr. Mac

Calendar of Events

Intermediate, Middle School
and Jazz Bands concert, 7pm

May 31 No School, Memorial Day Holiday

June 4 Graduation Dinner and Dance

Spring Carnival, Tpm dismissal
no After School

June 8-9
June 10

8th Grade trip to Cedar Point
Falk School Graduation

Middle School — Alice in Wonderland

June 11 Last Day of School, 11am dismissal

No School, Teacher In-Service Day

Kennywood Day
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The greatest

reward has been

the friendships

that have come my
way, by virtue of
working with people
1 otherwise would
not have had the
opportunity to get to
know as well.
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From the PTA President

he topic for this month’s column is “thank

you.”  Thank you to Laura Zaspel Lawson
for heading up another successful General PTA
Meeting on April 21st. Dr. Loreta Matheo Kass
(pediatrician and Falk parent) gave an excellent
talk on the media and its impact on kids, with a
focus on adolescence. Many people expressed
to me, afterwards, how impressed they were
with her presentation and they were glad they
had been there to hear it. Maybe we can entice
Dr. Matheo back in a year or two for an update.
Thank you to Pam Goldman for coordinating the
Bingo event held April 25th. Along with about
60 others, we enjoyed the afternoon of games,
food and community. Dr. McDonald once more
served as Bingo-caller with guest turns by Falk
school students Mary Ellen Watt-Morse and Bryan
Scherrer. It was an especially impressive effort
by Pam, given that she’s a new Falk parent this
year and had never been to our Bingo event
before. Shelly Ross also deserves our thanks for
a wonderful Book Fair this year — her first as its
Chairperson, assisting Ms. Herward. The selection
of books and organization of the materials was
great. | know that Shelly is grateful to all who
volunteered their time working the fair and helping
with set-up/pack up.

| want to take a moment for special recognition of
a number of parents who have contributed to our
school through PTA Board roles over the past few
years — and who are now moving off the PTA Board
either because their children are graduating this
spring, or to take a break and give other parents
an opportunity to be involved at this level. To

all of you, please know how grateful we are for
your contribution and dedication: Sabina Bilder
Rosenfeld, Rod Permigiani, Lori McDermott, Beatriz
Kanterewicz, Bonnie Gorscak, Lynn Billington, Jane
Dirks, Dr. McDonald.

| thank the Falk community for the opportunity to
have served as PTA President this year. While the
year had its challenges, the rewards were many.
The greatest reward has been the friendships

that have come my way, by virtue of working

with people | otherwise would not have had

the opportunity to get to know as well. | never
expected to encounter such support — not only
from those | knew well but from those | didn't.
Parents and teachers stepped forward continually
throughout the year to offer their assistance when
anything needed to be done. It made the year

so enjoyable for me, and certainly strengthened
the knowledge | already had that our parents and
faculty are truly special. It seems impossible that
the year is nearly over. | am pleased to be passing
the baton to the talented and dedicated incoming
PTA Officers: Laura Zaspel Lawson (President),
Sharon Semenza (Vice-President), Martina Wells
(Secretary) and Greg Weingart (Treasurer). It's easy
to move on, knowing we will be in such capable
hands.

Lastly, | would like to thank Dr. McDonald. As

his final year as our director comes to an end, no
words in a FalkTalk column can sufficiently express
our respect and gratitude. He has accomplished so
much on behalf of our children; we are fortunate to
have had his leadership these past eight years, and
his teaching for 28(!) years prior. We will have more
opportunities to recognize Dr. McDonald and to
wish him well over the coming days — | hope to see
you at 6:00pm on May 14th at the Carnival — as we
dedicate the new playground in his honor, and at
his May 15th retirement dinner.

— Pam Greenhouse

A Message from the Vice President

lease accept my thanks for participating in the

General PTA meetings that were held over
the course of the year. In October, we welcomed
the MATs, who have become wonderful teachers
and good friends since then, and we learned
more about the strategic planning process that a
dedicated group of Falk faculty and parents have
been engaged in via discussion with Dr. Keith
Somers and Dr. McDonald. In February, Dr. Robert
Pack, Pitt's Vice Provost of Academic Planning and
Resource Management, furthered the strategic
planning discussion by sharing the University’s
vision of the importance of the partnership
between Falk and Pitt. We were also treated to a

humorous and touching look back at his long and
“storied” career at Falk by Dr. Mac. Finally, at our
April meeting Dr. Loreta Matheo Kass presented a
fascinating perspective on the effects of the media
on children that was relevant and eye-opening for
parents of children of all ages. | hope that these
meetings provided some valuable information, as
well as an opportunity to share differing viewpoints
(and some fun) to all who participated.

| also wanted to take a moment to thank Pam
Greenhouse, who has worked tirelessly and
diligently every single day since last summer

— continued on page 3




Carnival is Coming!

The Carnival is Almost Here!
Friday May 14th From 5-9.

he excitement level is high and everything is

falling into place to make this year the best
carnival ever. Nick Ridge and Nancy Del Presto
are planning a scrumptious paella dinner with a
hotdog option for the non-adventurous and veggie
burgers for the vegetarians. Dinner this year will
be available only until 7:30. Charlene Barnett is yet
again coordinating the middle school dance with
Falk's favorite dj Charlie Appel. PJ Party Rental is
returning with Mama Dragon, Millie the Millipede,
the dunk tank and many carnival games including
some new ones. Patty Doody, the Prize Chair, has
awesome prizes for the kids this year. David Sanders,
the Ticket Chair, has been bundling tickets for easy
purchasing. Joe Stuligross has agreed to head up
the obstacle course but could use help from middle
school students setting it up. Shelley Ross is heading
up the Bake Sale and needs your donations to make
it a success. The Girl Scouts are returning with live
goldfish and are adding a duck pond (with plastic
ducks) game. The classrooms and After School
have been busy creating posters. My middle school
daughter Jodi is coordinating her peers to be the
Pocket Person. Now we just have to hope it
doesn't rain.

Increase in Ticket Prices:

Ticket prices are increasing this year to 50 cents. Last
year no game was under 2 tickets so it makes sense
to eliminate 25 cents tickets. Games this year will
cost 1 or 2 tickets to play. Every game that involves
winning prize tickets will guarantee all participants at

A Message from the Vice President

continued from page 2

to represent the concerns, work through the
countless issues, resolve the problems, oversee
the activities and carry out the business of an
active and committed PTA. Her efforts are often
behind the scenes (and she is a humble personl),
but her work with all of the PTA committees as well
as with Dr. Mac, the faculty and staff, with safety
concerns for our children, as a member of the
search committee for a new school director, and

as the “glue” that was instrumental in making the
beautiful back playground a reality this year, cannot
be emphasized enough. She has been a strong
and dedicated leader, and | thank her for all of her
work this year.

Have a great summer, and | look forward to
working with you all in support of our children and
our wonderful school next year.

— Laura Zaspel Lawson

least 1 prize ticket and the possibility of winning up to
4 prize tickets.

The tickets will be sold accordingly:
1 ticket ~ 50¢

20 tickets  $10.00

50 tickets  $20.00 (a $5.00 savings)

Tickets can be used at the Bake Sale this year. The
Food Area will continue to be cash only.

Final Reminders:

1. Don't forget about purchasing or selling your
tickets for the $1,000 raffle.

2. The Bake Sale needs your donations.

3. The carnival is a wonderful opportunity to
purchase books for the library in honor of your
children’s many teachers as well as for Dr. Mac.
Gift books receive a nice bookplate acknowl-
edging the giver and the honoree. My children
still love checking out the books they have
given over the years. They especially love to
see former intern names as reminders of these
special people whose stay at Falk is brief but
whose impact on our children’s development
is large.

4. Don't forget your assigned duty.

5. The Dr. Mac ribbon cutting ceremony will be
at 6:00pm.

See you all therelll

— Kim Lincoln, Carnival Chair

Playground Dedication

Parents, Students, Faculty, Staff, Family, Friends
and Colleagues are cordially invited to attend
the Falk School “Dr. Mac Playground” Ribbon-
Cutting and Dedication Ceremony Honoring Dr.
William E. McDonald for his commitment and
leadership over the past 3 decades.

Ribbon Cutting + Dedication Ceremony
Friday, May 14, 2004
‘Back’ Playground
Falk School 6:00 pm sharp

(Carnival festivities will pause for 15 minutes)

We look forward to sharing this memorable event
with you!

— The Tribute Committee
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8th Grade Cedar Point Trip

Eight Graders Still Need Your Support for Cedar
Point Fundraiser

We are making a final call for 8th grade
employment opportunities. We have already

had great success raising money for the Cedar
Point Trip, so far $2,800. Our 8th grade students
want more work. They want to have some cash in
their pockets so they can buy oversized cowboy
hats, invisible dogs, giant sunglasses, and priceless
memories. They are willing to work up until June
1st. The rate is $6/hr. They can clean, babysit,
paint, carry heavy objects, type, sort, and anything
else you can dream up. Our workers will provide
their own transportation to and from the job site.
All you need to do is wait for them to come to
you and then watch them work. It's that easy.
Email your job description, number of workers
needed, and date requirements to Mr. Wittig at
gvigs@aol.com. We're here to help.

— Alexis Lambrou and Ally Vogl
8th Grade Cedar Point Representatives
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Students for Hire
$6/Hour

@ e 0000000000000 00 00 00

We had our most successful Hop-a-thon ever
this year! The total donation amount was
$2934.54! Special recognition goes to Room

111 for raising over $1000, and to those students
who raised $100 or more: Will Robinson, Gabriel
Zuckerman, Erika Nara, and Paul Watt-Morse.
Congratulations, primary students — way to go!

On April 19, rooms 111, 115, and 116 went to the
Science Center to participate in the Sci-Tech Fair
and to see a short performance of A Wrinkle in
Time; at the same time, room 112 took their annual
“transportation” field trip. Many thanks to the PTA
for helping to fund this field trip!

Room 112 performed their play How Does Your
Garden Grow? on May 4 and 5.

This term the P1/P2 students are studying Farms
(social studies) and Plants (science.)

The Primary students are all quite thrilled with the
new “Dr. Mac playground.”

— Laurie Williams

Room Parent Recognition

Dear Room Parents:

111 Sarojini Ramaswamy, Kiren Randhawa

112 Michelle Rossi, Helen Vlachos

115  Sarah Delano, Rachel Givelber

116 Rebecca Crowley, Christine Andrews

221 Edda Thiels, Marina Lardas

222 David Sanders, Kalyani Vats

224 Kathy Blee, Theresa Saenz Robles

225 Dinnie Goldring, Debra Bruckman

B-4  Helene Berman, Lynn Billington

B-5 Steve and Marcia Kurs-Lasky, Christine Romero

B-12 Lonna Wilkinson Keller, Jill Standley
B-13  Lori McDermott, Jeanette Trauth
SB-3 Cynthia Ciocca, Valerie Kramer

Thank you so much to all of you for your support
and good cheer in waking up the Falk Community
this winter during school delays and cancellations.

All your help is greatly appreciated.

— Martina Wells and Sharon Semenza,
room parent co-chairs

Office Depot Gives 5% to Schools

N ext time you're in Office Depot, remember
to ask for a 5% rebate for Falk School. We
will get an Office Depot gift certificate at the
beginning of 2005 based on 5% of our purchases
made in 2004. There are certain exceptions such
as furniture and computers. Our School ID# is
70089149.

Soccer Team and Cross Country Team

5th-6th-7th Graders
Soccer and Cross Country Team Sign Up
in Ms. Hunt's Office Before May 21st

Tentative Practice Schedules:

Soccer: Tuesdays and Wednesdays 3:30-5:00
(Falk Gym/Field)

Cross Country: Tuesdays and Thursdays 3:30-5:00
(Students bused to Schenley Oval)

Information packets will be mailed out to the
students in the beginning of August. For more
information feel free to call Laura Hunt 412-624-
8017.

Have a great summer. Stay Activel

— Laura Hunt




pril was full of musical treats! The Kindergarten and Second graders met

with docents from the Pittsburgh Symphony and then went to Heinz Hall
for concerts. The Intermediate Chorus presented their annual Spring Concert,
and many members of our Falk family shared their musical gifts with our
students by coming to a music class and performing for us.

All Falk students were treated to a
wonderful assembly featuring the
Aradian Ensemble from Toronto.
This group was sponsored by the
Pittsburgh Renaissance and Baroque
Society and featured French
Baroque dancers in full costume.
The students heard wonderful music,
saw how early dances were written
down and even had a chance to try
a few steps!

*MUSICAL HAPPENINGS*

Intermediate, Middle School
+ Jazz Bands Concert

May 12, 2004, 7pm

Middle School Musical

Alice in Wonderland
May 25-27, 7pm

The musical excitement continues
into May, when the Intermediate,
Middle School and Jazz Bands
present their annual concert on

May 12th at 7:00pm. The Middle
School closes out the month with
their production of “ALICE IN
WONDERLAND."” This magical
production will be presented on May
25, 26 and 27 at 7:00 pm and school
assembly programs will be on May 24, 25 and 26. We hope to see you at
one, or many of these performances. All the Middle School students are hard
at work on this show, and | know it will be a treat for the audience. (The talent

around here is amazing])

— Lee Ann Conover

Currently, | have been talking with the
intermediate children about how to set up

a painting studio at home. A great resource for
parents who are interested is “In the Paint,” by
Linda Louis AND the well-known basketball player,
Patrick Ewing. The authors explain a very easy
set-up for painting with this age group. Primary
students could use this approach as well. The book
is available on Amazon.com for as little as $3.50.
I'll be purchasing a copy for our school library so
that children and their families can sign it out. |
also have one in the art studio if you want to come
by and browse through it first. Also, let me know

if you are interested in a fall workshop around the
theme of setting up an art studio in your home.

The Reggio-Pittsburgh Collaborative (of which | am
a part) is piloting a recycling center for teachers,
artists and parents. The Roundabout Creative Re-
Use Center will be housed at Shady Lane School in
Wilkinsburg.

Our first workshop for teachers or parents, titled
“Fantasies in Wood,” is on Thursday, May 13, from
6-8 pm. Come and explore the rich possibilities of
beautiful wood scraps and other found materials
to enhance literacy, math, and art experiences. |
have registration forms in the art room or you can
contact Penny Fahlman at 412-243-4040. Light
refreshments will be served and the cost is free.

A special thanks to all of the middle school
students who brought in their wire sculptures
of action figures for the School of Education’s
symposium, “Healthy Kids: Physical Activity and
Obesity Prevention in our Schools Today.” The wire
sculptures, along with 7th and 8th grade linoleum
block prints of action figures, were greatly admired
by all who attended.

— Pam Krakowski
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Library News

Birthday/Gift Book Program

he library and the PTA coordinate a Gift Book

Program as a means of expanding the library
collection while commemorating special times and
special persons: birthdays, holidays, grandparents,
teachers, interns and sometime even pets. An
appropriate bookplate is placed in each book. All
Falk students, teachers, interns, and staff benefit
from the continuous updating of the collection.
The Gift Book letter, Gift Form, and suggested
Book List are available on the library web site at
http://tc.education.pitt.edu/library. If you would
like to donate a book/s and do not have the
necessary information please contact Ms. Herward,
the librarian (412-624-8010) or look for the Library
Table at the Spring Carnival. Letters and book lists
will be sent soon for students who have birthdays
in for May, June, July, and August. If you have
questions contact Ms. Herward (412-624-8010).

THANK YOU to those who recently made
donations to the library: Judy Esman, David
Finegold, Sara Finegold, Daniel Finegold, Alix
Glynn and The Greenhouse Family. Gifts were
made to the library during the Book Fair from Arbil
Lépez, the Perfetti family, the Del Presto family,
Aveeka Vats, Anna Vlachos, Ricky Hritz, Olivia &
Angela Perfetti, and Olivia McCann & her parents
Cheryl and Kevin, and Shizuno Sakaguchi (in honor
of Ms. Y. Morimoto).

Book Fair Raffle
The winners of the Book Fair raffle are —

1. Middle School Gym Bag - Hannah Hyman B4
2. Intermediate Watercolors — Helena Nichols 222
3. Intermediate Pens — Todd Stone 225

4. Primary Tweety Bird — Sadie Sweet 221

5. Primary Bugs Bunny - Josh Grail 115

6. Primary Animal Tracks — Danny Wittig 116

Library Book

The Library Book Fair was a great success! The
selection of books received a positive response
from students, teachers, and parents. No attempt
was made to count the total number of books sold
but gross sales totaled $7,405. This exceeded last
year's sales by $737. The new books should keep
students, parents, and teachers busy reading for
some time. The library made a profit of $1,851.
The Book Fair is a major source of funding for the
library.

Many families participated in the Classroom Gift
Book program by purchasing books selected from
the Book Fair by the teachers for their classrooms.
The new Gift Certificate Program also was a
success allowing recipients to select books for
themselves from the Book Fair.

Undertakings such as the Book Fair can not happen
without the support and labor of many. As always
the Falk parents volunteered the needed help.
Thank you to Janice Anderson, Helene Berman,
Laurie Brar, Jen Cartier, Annette Chung, Noopor
Davis, Andy Falk, Pam Greenhouse, Beatriz
Kanterewicz, Laura Kinzel, Cheryl Kubelick, Laura
Zaspel Lawson, Jeremy Martinson, Jean-Anne
Matter, Daniel Mosse, Ellen Motohashi, Yael Raz,
George Romero, Maria Teresa Saenz Roebles,
Sharon Semenza, Beth Silver, Rick Stepney, Jamie
Stern, Stacy Stull, Olivia Hric (student), Alex Styche,
Michele Taylor, Judi Teeter, Floh Thiels, Kalyani
Vats, Helen Vlachos, Chris Miller, Anne Kelton,
Mary Tolomeo, Shelley Ross, Deborah Brandon,
Martina Wells, Betsy Levine-Brown, Dinnie
Goldring, Paul Rojtas, Heather Schatten, and Barb
Rubinstein.

Thank you to co-chairs Shelley Ross, Ann Kelton,
and Mary Tolomeo who recruited and scheduled
the volunteers and worked with Ms. Herward on all
aspects of running the Book Fair. Special thanks to
eighth grade parents Ann and Mary for their many
years of support to the Library Book Fair project.

Book Fair notes from chair Shelley Ross--

Special thanks to everyone who helped at set-

up and pack-up. Both were remarkably fast (each
about an hour) and efficient. The following people
went above and beyond the call of volunteer duty
and deserve special mention: George Romero

for arriving early, staying a long time and moving

a lot of the shelves and tables; Daniel Mosse for
duty at both set-up and pack-up and for carrying

2 FULL boxes of books at a time; Deb Brandon for
working 9 hours and arriving early each day; Betsy
Levine-Brown for filling in at the last minute; Stacy
Stull for special accounting skill; Jen Cartier for

a long volunteer morning; Jeremy Martinson for
eternal patience through many e-mails to find the
best time to fill a cancelled slot; Dinnie Goldring for
flexible scheduling of the “MOM" variety; and Barb
Rubinstein for a long volunteer morning. And thanks
to all who contributed to the teachers’ wish lists!!

- continued on page 7
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Libary News (cont from page 6)

Spring Reading Initiative

Although the Spring Reading Initiative activities
extend from April through May, the Reading
Calendar only involves April. Students who turn in
their Reading Calendars to Ms. Herward will receive
a "Totally Awesome” Reading Certificate and
several bookmarks. Calendars may be given to Ms.
Herward now by way of the school office or library.

Book Badges will be collected and counted until
May 31. A Read-In, a school wide SSR (sustained
silent reading) will be held in the gym June 2 at 9:
30 (tentative). The entire Falk School community is
invited to participate. Parents are encouraged to
bring something to read and join in the fun. The
Reading Chain is currently “snaking” is way around
the library ceiling. The Chain will be moved to the
gym for the Read-In. Thank you to all who have
supported the library’s reading activities.

As of April 28, one thousand three hundred ninety-
five (1,395) books have been read (or listened to)
totaling 123,763 pages. Last year the total pages
read at the end of May was 315,421. Watch the
numbers get higher and paper Reading Chain
grow during May. Remember everyone in the

Falk community (parents, siblings included) is
encouraged to participate by sending in Book
Badges. Additional Book Badges are available in
the K-5 homerooms and the library.

Falk Carnival

Falk School Library will have a table at the carnival.
Books will be on display for selection as Gift or
Birthday Books for the library. These books will all
become part of the library collection. If a book is
chosen as a gift book an appropriate bookplate will
be placed in the book. The money donated will be
used to purchase more books for the library.

Each year about 30% of the books added to
collection are purchased with donated funds.
Thanks to the generous support of Falk families the
library has a wide selection of new library books.
Even if you are not making a donation, stop by the
Library table and look over the newest additions to
the library collection.

University to Paint the Teachers' Center

The school has been notified that the university will
paint the interior of the Teachers’ Center building
(the library building). Ms. Herward, the faculty and
staff welcome the new clean look this project will
give the library. The painting is scheduled to begin
the week of June 6. This will necessitate moving
library furniture and boxing library books.

Return Library Materials

The painting project will affect the library’s usual
end of the year procedures. All books will be due
back in the library May 31. A letter will be sent to
parents prior to May 31 listing the books checked
out to their children. Please note long overdue
books. Parents are encouraged to work with their
children to locate and return these books and
magazines.

At times mistakes are made. Books may be
returned after the list is printed, lost books are
found in the school and returned, or books are
returned and not scanned on the library computer.
Before paying for a “lost” item it is best to contact
Ms. Herward (412-624-8010 or herward@pitt.edu).
Locating an item within the library collection

will be next to impossible once the books are
packed in boxes. Parents are asked to review the
list, determine if it includes any “lost” items, and
contact Ms. Herward before May 31.

Please keep in mind that some books are not
replaceable. It is preferable that students return

books rather than pay for them. If it is determined  4J] hooks will be
that the library item is lost, send a check (or cash) due back in the

made out to FALK SCHOOL LIBRARY FUND to Ms. )

Herward. All money collected is used to purchase hémr)’ May 31.

library materials. .

Thank You to PTA

PTA enrichment funds were used to purchase the
Adobe Acrobat Professional software program for
Ms. Herward. This program is used to create “pdf”
files to be published on the library webpages.
Students can find and print out if necessary the
teacher handouts for research projects coordinated
with Ms. Herward. Ms Herward thanks the PTA for
this support.

— Linda Herward
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The Giant Eagle
Apples For The
Students program
ended on March 20th!
This year we earned

a total of 1526 pts,
which is up 367 pts.
Thank you!

FalkTalk

The Computer Room

he musical is underway “Big Time!” The

computer room is currently known as the Public
Relations Team. Andrew Marcus, Miles DeKlerk,
and Graham Keller are busy creating a Playbill,
three posters for the hallways, a behind the scenes
I-movie, stage billboards, Updates to the parents,
and advertisements from parents. These boys are
very motivated and cooperative!

Kindergarten is beginning a series of “Interactive
Books” which “encourage children to participate in
the story or activity.” Children repeat certain words
or phrases and begin to make the connection
between the spoken and the written word. They
also begin to “read” these books to themselves.”
The computer is a fun way to reinforce reading
skills.

Primary Student’s next project will be a “Falk
Memory Book” using KidsWorks software. Students
will use the computer to write, draw, and produce
a booklet of their memories.

Intermediate students (Rooms 224 & 225) are

at the very beginning of a new science project.
Students are exploring a new software package
“The Great Solar System Rescue” by Tom Snyder
Productions. The CD-ROM package is designed
to engage students in learning about the solar
system and other aspects of planetary science.
Students are also learning about the planets in
their academic curriculum.

Intermediate students ( 221 & 222) will begin a
unit on “Bridges” to integrate technology and
academics. Students will create a PowerPoint slide
show about Celebrity Bridges. For example: The
Golden Gate Bridge and The Bridge to Nowhere.

I would like to thank some very special people

publicly:

e Mr. Davis (father of Sean) for an entire year of
helping with the Robotics program!

® Mr. Grabowski (father of Russell) for this year's help
with our school web site!

® Mr. Weeks (father of Patrick) for this year's help
with our school web site!

e The PTA for teacher discretionary money! The
computer lab has used this money to purchase
Robotics supplies.

Beginning in early September, the Robotics club
will once again send out flyers to invite students

in grades 5, 6, 7th, and 8th grades to participate.
Meetings are once a week on Thursday's in the
library from 3:00 - 5:00 pm. Keep this in mind when
you are scheduling next years after school activities.

The Giant Eagle Apples For The Students program
ended on March 20th! This year we earned a

total of 1526 pts, which is up 367 pts. Thank you!
Giant Eagle Apples for The Students is the only
fundraiser directed toward technology. To that
end, Mrs. Bianco chose an Epson Powerlite S1
Multimedia Projector and a Canon PowerShot
Digital Camera. All equipment is available for use
by all faculty and students.

Donations to the computer room are always
appreciated. The computer lab is expensive

to maintain and update. Simply note on your
check that you'd like your donation directed to

the computer lab. Donations help to purchase

new equipment that can range from computers,
projectors, and cameras, to books and software
programs. Donations can be a gift to someone you
know or love. Let me know any address details so |
can send a thank you card.

| am always available.

Thank you for the privilege of teaching your
children.

— Barbara Bianco
412-648-8459,
bbianco@pitt.edu




Register to be a Bone Marrow Donor

Amy’'s Army Marches On! You could be a perfect match.

leven-year-old Amy Katz has leukemia and a bone marrow transplant is

the only known cure for her type of cancer. You can register as a possible
donor and your tissue type will be entered into the National Bone Marrow
Registry for the benefit of Amy and patients worldwide in need of life-saving
matches.

Amy’s Army Donor Drive
SUNDAY, MAY 23rd
Community Day School
6424 Forward Avenue
Squirrel Hill
10 am. -4 p.m.

Amy’s Army, a group of dedicated volunteers, is raising funds so that the

$70 testing fee is waived. Testing is not covered by insurance. To make a
contribution, mail checks to Amy’s Army, 1193 Lakemont Drive, Pittsburgh, PA
15243.

For more information on how you can help, contact www.AmysArmy.org or
call 1-877-AID-4-Amy

“l was amazed how fast | was processed — 20 minutes!
There were so many people | thought it would take hours.”
-Registrant from Amy’s Army Donor Drive 2/29/04

Be Amy'’s hero. Be tested!

* Registration to be a stem cell donor requires completing a consent form
and only 5 minutes to draw one small vial of blood.

e Eligible donors must be between the ages of 18-60 and in general good
health.

* Blood type doesn't matter.

e Registration may be possible even if you cannot be a blood donor.
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Heartwood Curriculum Books

Love is the attribute for May.

Main Books:

The Rag Coat by L. Mills

The Seeing Stick by J. Yolen

Honey, I Love by E. Greenfield

Magical Hands by M. Barker

Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughters by J. Steptoe
Annie and the Old One by M. Miles.

Supplementary Books:

Blackberries in the Dark by M. Jukes

Grandma Didn‘t Wave Back by R. Blue

The Hundred Penny Box by S. B. Mathis

The Keeping Quilt by P. Palocco

The Legend of Scarface by R. San Souci

Love You Forever by R. Munsch

My Mother is the Most Beautiful Woman in the World by R. Rehyer
Nana Upstairs and Nana Downstairs by T. DePaola
Now One Foot, Now the Other by T. DePaola
Sachiko Means Happiness by K. Sakai

Saying Good-bye to Grandma by R. R. Thomas
The Wednesday Surprise by E. Bunting
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