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From the Interim Director

s everyone knows by now, Dr. Wendell McConnaha will be joining Falk

School this August as our new Director. Dr. McConnaha brings an
extensive and diverse background to Falk, and we are excited to work with
him. Dr. McConnaha’s vast experience with laboratory schools will be crucial as
we transition into a new and deeper relationship with the School of Education
and the University of Pittsburgh, and his knowledge of curriculum will prove
invaluable as we examine what we do in light of our newly published vision,
Q0000000 0XDOI0I00. Based on the handful of times | have met with Dr.
McConnaha, | was most impressed by his focus on the children; he always
steered our discussions back to the children. | can think of no better qualities
to have for the Director of Falk School. The appointment of Dr. McConnaha
as our educational leader presents Falk School with an opportunity to further
grow towards our vision.

Speaking of vision, everyone should have received the OII000N01001I0000I00
booklet. | hope that everyone has gotten the chance to read it. This document
is the product of three years of discussion, revision, and diligence. Lori Wertz,
David Ross and | led the faculty through this process; it is a true collaborative
effort. Drop me an email and let us know what you think.

000MCo0O000I000000

From the PTA President

HELP WANTED: Seeking fun-loving, caring
parents who are willing to spend a little, or a lot
(or somewhere in between) of time getting to
know their children’s teachers, other parents and
Falk school students better, contributing to the
programs, activities and events that make the

Falk School experience unique, and ensuring the
ongoing enrichment of their children’s lives through
involvement with the PTA. No prior experience

necessary. Requirements include the ability to
work, individually and/or in groups on new and/
or established projects and activities that are
interesting, fun and loved by children. Benefits
include fostering relationships, gaining greater
knowledge of the place where your children
spend so much of their young lives, a deeper
sense of contribution to the overall educational

000MCo0000I000000

Calendar of Events

February 20

Bingo, 3:00pm

April 6 End of 3rd Quarter (P, I)

February 24

PTA Meeting, 7:30pm

April 8 No School, Clerical

March 4

End of 2nd Trimester (M)

April 20-26  Achievement Testing &

March 7-11

No School - University Break

Parent Teacher Conferences,

March 19

Excellence in Teaching Fundraiser
Roller Skating Party

1pm dismissal

April 21, 22,  Scholastic Book Fair

March 25,28

No School - Falk Holiday Break

25,26
April 26

PTA Meeting, 7:30pm
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From the Interim Director (continued from page 1)

We have switched from the California Achievements Test (CAT) to the Terra
Nova Achievement Test. We feel that this test is superior to the CAT test
because the questions are more current, the presentation more assessable
and friendly, and most importantly we feel that it is a better match for our
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curriculum. We will be administering them on the same days and in the same
manner. We are very interested in student reaction to the exam.

To further improve school and home communication, | strongly urge parents
to join the Falk Web Page email list serve. You can join by going to our web
site at http://www.pitt.edu/~fls/. Dr. Weeks, Dr. Grabowski, and Ms. Bianco
have worked very hard to keep the site current and informative. Both of
these parents, as well as Ms. Bianco, are a part of the technology committee

that has been responsible for wiring the classrooms, planning the new web

page, and improving electronic communication. We are hoping to transition
everyone over from the Yahoo Group to the Falk list serve once our new web
page is designed, built, and up and running. In the mean time, check the web

site for calendar, closings, and curriculum and more. We will still be sending
communication via the Yahoo Group as well.

Having four kids at home, my yearly calendar is run by holidays. We had just
taken down our winter holiday decorations when in an instant red hearts for
Valentine’s Day covered our walls. Before | know it my house will be covered

in shamrocks. However, | think this is one of the many joys my children bring
to my life. My children’s excitement and desire to celebrate make me a better
person. When | slow down enough, | am able to feed off of their joy, share

it with them, and then give it back. | hope that everyone gives and receives

a valentine.

Warm wishes.

gloioononro

A Message from the PTA President (continued from page 1)

experience, and a lot of fun. Potential vacancies
to be filled include but are not limited to: Holiday
Gift Shop Coordinator, Room Parent Co-chair,
Special Activities Coordinators, Falk Fund Trustee,
Excellence in Teaching Board Member, PTA
Secretary. More detailed job descriptions are
available by contacting Laura Zaspel Lawson at
(412)661-4856 or ljayne@verizon.net, or any PTA
Executive Committee member.

In my life as a human resources professional
outside of Falk, | spend a lot of time trying to
convince people why they should want to work
as public servants. The task is always daunting

— especially lately — government doesn’t pay

so great, the benefits are shrinking, and the
recognition (at least positive) is practically non-
existent. The work, though, is the thing. It's
necessary, important, interesting, challenging
and unlike any other environment. So it is with
“selling” involvement with the PTA. There's not a
lot of glory, no remuneration, and some time and
effort required on things like stuffing envelopes,

taking minutes, counting money and schlepping
stuff from home to school and back. The reward,
though, is the thing. The PTA needs you - your
time, your energy, your ideas, your support. If
you've thought about wanting to help out, but
you're not sure how much time you can spare or

if there's anything you might enjoy doing or who
those people on the PTA are, please take a minute
and make a call. There are definite needs - later
this year and next — as a number of parents who
have given so much of their time and support over
the years in multiple ways will be leaving

the school, or are choosing to focus their efforts
on other PTA and school projects. It's up to all

of us to ensure that the great things that the PTA
does for our kids, and for our school, continue

into the future.

It's fun, it's rewarding, and yes, it's some work.
But it is so worth it. Please consider how you
might contribute, and I'm looking forward to
hearing from you.

0100000000000m000000




PTA Treasurer’s Report

n the past month or so, the PTA has raised

funds from various sources, including from the
collection of additional dues, from the holiday gift
shop, and from cartridge and box top rebates.
In addition, proceeds from the talent show were
provided to the school for the Sunstein scholarship
fund, and alternative gift shop receipts were
delivered to the specified charities.

In this same period, the PTA has funded, among
other things, the following items or events for the
school:

e for the Primary, a holiday breakfast

e for the Primary, deposits for future field trips
to the Pittsburgh Playhouse and the Children’s
Museum

e for the Middle School, a National Geographic
Explorer subscription

e for the Middle School, fees for the SRU foreign
language competition

e for the Physical Education program, archery
equipment

e for the Music program, a deposit for the
Pittsburgh Chamber Music Society (Bartok
Project) field trip.

We will continue to keep you apprised of
noteworthy expenditures made by the PTA in
future editions of FalkTalk.

0IbIoooomooom
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Second General PTA Meeting

SECOND GENERAL PTA MEETING
Thursday, February 24*
7:30 PM
Falk Cafeteria

[0O000I000O00000000E0I0b0IoI000000IN 0000000000080

Il parents, faculty and staff are invited and
encouraged to attend the Second General
PTA Meeting of this school year. The meeting
will include a presentation by 0100001000000
0 o m a{{ a  mA  | m[
Brenda will discuss her work with our faculty on the
Falk Sexuality Education initiative.

Brenda will also discuss how and when to talk

to kids about sexuality, how to answer difficult/
embarrassing questions and how to become an
"“ask-a-ble” parent - a parent that kids will turn to
when they have questions and problems, not only
about sexuality but other difficult adolescent issues.
There will be an opportunity for questions and
discussion.

Child care for Falk students will be available.
Refreshments will be provided.

Please attend this informative meeting as Falk
plans this important step in enhancing your child’s
education.

See you on Thursday, February 24th!
0I000I00IboO0Enn

It's Time for Bingo!

Date: Sunday, February 20, 2005

Time: 3pm - 5pm

Place: Falk cafeteria

Cost: $5/ per person; maximum $20 per family

Escape from those winter blues with an
afternoon of bingo, camaraderie, and good
food. As usual, everyone who plays is a winner.
This year, we will have a book bingo. All prizes will
be books or book-related. And we do have a lot of
very good books to give away.

Another innovation this year will be the role of the
Middle School Service Committee. They will be
helping out in many capacities and they will be
raising money for a charity. Here's how it will work.
The price of $5 per person includes one bingo
card, two slices of pizza and one drink. Additional
pizza, drinks and cards will be sold at $1 each.

Families will be asked to contribute desserts that,
this year, will be sold. Any profits will be donated
to charity.

In addition to our middle school volunteers we will
need adult volunteers for the following jobs:

* Shopping for drinks ahead of time

* Set up an hour before bingo is to begin

* Clean up

¢ Selling tickets at the door

e Distributing prizes

* One or two people (who will be there anyway)
who are willing to be “on call” in case unexpect-
ed needs arise

0000

If you can volunteer, please call or email Pam
Goldman at 412-421-7072 or peg8@pitt.edu.
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Roller Skating Party

SAVE THE DATE

Excellence In Teaching

Roller Skating Party
Saturday, March 19

lease come out to the annual Family Roller Skating party, hosted by

the Excellence in Teaching Scholarship Fund, on Saturday March 19, 2005
from 3:00-5:00 p.m. at Romp N Roll skating rink. There will be snacks, treats
and gifts for everyone in attendance!

You will be receiving information and registration forms in the mail soon,

but we are asking for donated items for our auction to help with the funding
of the Excellence in Teaching fund. (See page 14, section Il of the yellow Falk
handbook for specific objectives of the EIT fund).

For more information or to donate items, services, event tickets, etc.,
please contact Charlene Barnett at 412-247-5351.

HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!

0l000H0RoIoo0ooOm

Bake Sale for Tsunami Victims Huge Success

n the wake of December's tragic tsunami, the

Middle School Service Committee and Girl Scout
Troop #623 felt an urgent need to help its victims.
On Wednesday, January 12, the two groups
combined forces and held a bake sale. Families
from Primary, Intermediate and Middle School
responded by donating hundreds of goodies that
were sold at lunchtime and after school by the
Service Committee and the Girl Scouts. Leftovers
were sold at the PTA sponsored Ice Skating party
on the following Friday. “Keep the change,” was
the refrain of the day and, in the end, a whopping
$666.66 was raised and will be donated to the
American Red Cross for its tsunami relief program.

In thanks to all those who generously donated
baked goods and to those who bought them,
here’s a delicious recipe that was prepared by
Ms. Wertz.

=l
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Diamond'’s Nutty Chocolate Caramel Bars
0 o [ [

Makes about 2 2 dozen bars

2 1/3 C flour, divided

2 C old fashioned oats

1 C packed brown sugar

1 tsp baking soda

1/4 tsp salt

1 C (2 sticks) butter or margarine, melted

2 C (12 oz pkg) Nestle Semi-Sweet morsels
1 C chopped Diamond Walnuts

1 C(12.25 oz jar) caramel ice cream topping

Combine 2 C four, oats, brown sugar, baking
soda and salt in large bowl. Add butter; stir until
all ingredients are moistened. Reserve 1 C crumb
mixture; press remaining mixture onto bottom

of ungreased 13 x 9 inch baking pan. BAKE in
preheated 350° F oven for 15 minutes or until
lightly browned. Remove from oven. Sprinkle with
morsels and walnuts. Combine caramel topping
and remaining 1/3 C flour in small bowl; drizzle
over base. Sprinkle with reserved crumb mixture.
Bake in 350° F oven for 20 to 25 minutes or until
lightly browned. Cool completely in pan on

wire rack.

0lbo0eoIoonoon




f you thought January was busy—just wait until

you see February’s schedule! In January, the

6th and 4th grade students attended Pittsburgh
Symphony concerts at Heinz Hall and everyone at
Falk enjoyed 111's production of “Stone Soup”.

In February, the Kindergarten class will be
attending the Pittsburgh Symphony’s presentation
of “Peter and the Wolf”. Before we go, a docent
from the Symphony will come to our Music class to
prepare us for our visit to Heinz Hall. Room 115 is
hard at work on their class play which will be given
in February and February is also the time for the
Middle School students to audition for our annual
musical. This year the students will be presenting
“Rock ‘'n’ Roll” the week of May 23rd. Mark your
calendars now—you won't want to miss this show.

On February 24th, the Intermediate and Middle
School students will be treated to a performance
of “Bartok’s Red Apple”—an original one-act

play for three actor/dancers and a string quartet.
The Borromeo Quartet from the New England
Conservatory will be taking part in this production
at Falk. To make this even more special—the play
was written by our own Lynne Conner—mother of
Miles and Roy de Klerk! Many thanks to the PTA
who provided the funding for this wonderful event.

Thanks also to Falk parent Mary Catherine
Dykhouse—mother of Clara and Anna Stuligross,
for her wonderful work with our Middle School
Special Elective Group. Mary Catherine gave
two vocal workshop classes to aid the students in
preparing for their auditions.

[

Field Trips

n February 2, the 7th and 8th graders in cycle

four will visit the Carnegie International at the
Carnegie Museum of Art. The 6th graders in cycle
five will tour the exhibit on March 17.

Art Displays

I 0

The 7th and 8th graders in Cycle 3 have their wire
and plaster winged creations on display in the
middle school hallway. The students looked at
contemporary artists who explored the theme of
flight. They were also inspired by how the artist,
Lee Bonticou, used wire and found materials in
her hanging wire constructions at the Carnegie
International.

I

The 4th and 5th graders in Room 225 have their
pet puppets on display in the intermediate hallway
in the stairwell outside of their classroom. Soon
224 and 225's parodies of Grant Wood's American
Gothic painting will be on display throughout the
school. The theme is “Grant Wood Meets

William Wegman.”

I A

The wild animal finger puppets created by 3rd
and 4th graders in Room 221 are on display

in the stairwell outside their classroom. Their
finger puppets were designed to perform in their
Rousseau-inspired jungle stages.

oooboooo

222's inside/outside treehouses are on display in
the front hallway.

yiboooonomooeo

The 1st and 2nd graders in Room 115 will soon
display their ceramic “Picasso plates” in the front
hallway and first floor stairwell.

I 0

221's pet sculptures and 225's animal chimes are on
display in the first floor case outside of Dr. Vollmer’s
classroom.

Uoi0Ooboonmonoo

Middle school clay portrait sculptures are on
display in the first floor case outside of Ms.
O’Brien’s classroom.

uooigmooo

Inspired by Jan Brett's book, 00000111000
kindergarten children created patterned mitten
homes for backyard animals. They will be on
display on the bulletin boards on the first floor
stairwells.

Stop by and enjoy!
0i00O0onoooooo
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Library News

Library Book Fair Volunteers Needed

Each spring the library sponsors a Book Fair
(book sale) as a means to encourage reading

of quality children’s books while raising additional
funds to expand the library collection. 000000000
0 0
8
000000010000 0000000000This involves a one-time
2-3 hour time commitment. Contact Shelley Ross,
Book Fair co-chair at 412-687-0503.

Birthday/Gift Book Program

The library and the PTA coordinate a Gift Book
Program as a means of expanding the library
collection while commemorating special times and
special persons: birthdays, holidays, grandparents,
teachers, interns and sometimes even pets. An
appropriate bookplate is placed in each book. All
Falk students, teachers, interns, and staff benefit
from the continuous updating of the collection.

The winter mailing was recently sent to families
who have students with birthdays in the January,
February, March, and April. These materials explain
the program and invite families to participate.
Students with birthdays in the spring and summer
will receive information later in the year. Families
may make donations at any time. Some families
choose to make selections for siblings at the

same time. Others make one book donation in
honor of the family rather than individual books

for each child. Write notes on the Gift Form as
needed or email Ms. Herward at herward@pitt.edu.
Information, book lists, and forms are available on
the library web site. Please keep in mind all dollar
amounts are suggested donations.

Dinnie Goldring and Niki Gorecka coordinate

this program with Ms. Herward. If you have any
questions about the Birthday/Gift Book Program
contact Ms. Herward (412-624-8010), Dinnie
Goldring (412-363-4089), or Niki Gorecka (412-241-
5416).

Library Gifts

Thank you to the students and families who recently
donated books to the library:

¢ Noah Kahrs, 00010000000000000000000000000
OI000n000 by Joanne Mattern in honor of Ms.
K. Hackman; OI0000000000000000000000000 by
Michael Driscoll in honor of Ms. L. O’Sullivan;
00010000 O0O0000000000000010001000000000 in
honor of Ms. L. Seel, December 2004

e Amanda Conwell, 00000I0000000000C by Tim
Myers in honor of her birthday, December 10,
2004

e Bani and Simrath Randhawa, OJI000I00000C
by Kevin Henkes, 00000000000000000I0000000
by Geronimo Stilton and 000010100000000100001
00000 by Kathleen Krull, December 2004

¢ Sarah Finegold, 0I000000100000O0I000I0
by Gennifer Choldenko, 000I0000I0100000 by
Eva Ibbotson, ROOOOO01IOI00000000000000000
(000D00I00I0001000000 by Ronald J. Drez in
honor of her birthday, December 5, 2004

e Shana Leshko, 000000 by Mike Lupica and OO0
OI00NIo0I0N00000r0000I0000000000 by T. A
Barron in honor of her birthday December 29, 2004

e Cindy Li, OI0000O00000NOI0000001000000
0I000000 by David Domeniconi in honor of her
birthday, August 27, 2005

e Matthew Laurie, 0000000000010 0O0000000 by
Emily Rodda, illustrated by Marc McBride, January
2005

Award Winning Children’s Books Announced

In January the American Library Association
announced the 2005 winners of the Newbery,
Caldecott, and King Awards. The John Newbery
Medal is given to the author of the most
distinguished contribution to American literature
for children published the previous year. The
Randolph Caldecott Medal is awarded to the artist
of the most distinguished American picture book
for children published in the United Stated the
preceding year. The Coretta Scott King Awards
honor African American authors and illustrators

of outstanding books for children and young
adults. Occasionally awarded, the Coretta Scott
King/John Steptoe New Talent Award affirms new
talent and offers visibility to excellence in writing
and/or illustrations at the beginning of a career as a
published children’s book creator.

The winner of the Newbery Medal is 010000000 by
Cynthia Kadohata. Three Newbery Medal honor
books were named: 0I000000I000000010000 by
Gennifer Choldenko, 000I00I00000000000C00000
010000nO0mo0i000oooImobiooBmbo0emnom
0000100000 by Russell Freedman, and 0100000001000
0000000I0000OI00000000 by Gary D. Schmidt.

The Caldecott Medal winner is OI0000DI00000000
0000 written and illustrated by Kevin Henkes.
Three Caldecott honor books were named: 0000
00000000 written and illustrated by Barbara
Lehman, 00ODO00ID0O0I0000 written by
Jacqueline Woodson, illustrated by E.B. Lewis,
0000000000000 0000000000010 written and
illustrated by Mo Willems.

0000000bi0diboooin




Library News (continued)

The Coretta Scott King Author winner is
R A o A A M A

by Toni Morrison. The King lllustrator winner is
000000000000000000000 illustrated by Kadir
Nelson written by Ntozake Shange. Barbara
Hathaway, author of OI000I0IOIONO0CIOD, is the
Coretta Scott King/John Steptoe New Talent
Author Award winner; and Frank Morrison,
illustrator of 00000100000, is the Steptoe New
Talent lllustrator Award winner.

Three King Author Honor Books were selected:
000I00000000000000I000d, by Shelia P. Moses;
0 T 0 T R 1 A
00000D0I0000I0I000I000g, by Sharon G. Flake;
and 0000000D0000000D00IO0000O000000000I0O,
by Marilyn Nelson.

Two King lllustrator Honor Books were selected:
0000000000000 0D, illustrated by Jerry Pinkney,
written by Billie Holiday and Arthur Herzog Jr.; and
000000010 000I000I0N000000000010000, illustrated
by Leo and Diane Dillon, written by Virginia
Hamilton.

Robotics Club

To: All Parents and students in
grades 5, 6, 7, and eighth grades

From: Falk School Robotics Club

Re: Admission to Robotics Club

Falk School Robotic’s club has a very limited
amount of spots available at this time of the year.
Spots are open to those students who have parents
interested in participating on a regular basis. This
is the perfect time for beginners to learn about our
Robotics Club.

Interested parents and students can contact Mr.
Darryl Davis through e-mail: ddavis@davissys.com

0100000000000I0Ino0O

Visit the Library Website

http://tc.education.pitt.edu/library/

Ms. Herward maintains a website for the Falk
School Library. The site includes information
about the library staff, curriculum resources,
class schedule, parent volunteers, policies and
procedures, the Gift Book Program, new library
materials, special library events, MLA Work Cited
stylesheet, the library catalog, and magazine
collection.

Ms. Herward creates web pages to support
curriculum projects. These pages provide easy
access to these class projects and suggested
resources. Recent web pages for Middle School
include: Spanish Holidays and Spanish Speaking
Countries. Web Pages will be created to support
the Middle School language arts research projects
including the I-Search documents.

The Falk School website (www.pitt.edu/~fls)
includes a link to the library website. To easily
locate the library web site, do a Google search for
Falk School Library. The library web site usually
comes up first on the results list.

niootoooooon

DownUnder Coffee House

or a winter's evening of fun music, the

DownUnder Coffeehouse will feature
Pittsburgh'’s premier jugband The Monongahela
Sheiks, featuring Bill Weiner, Jack Stein, Steve
Weber, Marc Reisman, and Falk School’s own Mr.
Ross on piano and vocals. The Mon” Sheiks play
Acoustic Blues, Ragtime, and Popular American
Music from the Early 1920s, 1930s, and 1940s.
The concert will be on 000000000000000000000000
00000000000 in the basement of the
Allegheny Unitarian Universalist Church on the
corner of North Ave and Resaca Place on the
Northside. For more information, see
http://www.alleghenyuu.org or contact Steve
Hirtle at hirtle@pitt.edu.
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FalkTalk

Dr. Mac Basketball Invitational

he annual Dr. Mac Boys Basketball Invitational

took place on Saturday, January 15, 2005. The
teams invited were: Falk, Winchester Thurston,
St. Edmunds, and Shadyside Academy. There
was a good crowd on hand to watch Falk defeat
Winchester in the first round of the tournament.
Falk went on to play Shadyside in the finals. The
final standings were: Falk 1st place, Shadyside 2nd
place, St. Edmunds 3rd place, and Winchester 4th
place. All teams played great basketball. A special
thank you goes out to Nancy Del Presto for running
and organizing the concession stand for the entire
tournament.

010000000000

Dr. Mac Girls Basketball Invitational

he annual Dr. Mac Girls Basketball Invitational

took place on Saturday, January 29, 2005. The
teams invited were: Falk, Winchester Thurston, St.
Edmunds, and Ellis. The Girls A team defeated
Winchester in the 1st round. Falk met St. Edmunds
in an intense Championship game. The final
standings were: Falk 1st place, St. Edmunds 2nd
place, Winchester 3rd place, and Ellis 4th place.
Again, a special thank you goes out to Nancy Del
Presto and Stacy Stull and all other Falk parents
who helped with the concession stand.
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Heartwood Program

he Heartwood Program is a literature-based

ethics curriculum for children. The program
uses illustrated books from representative cultures
around the world to help children understand seven
attributes: courage, loyalty, justice, respect, hope,
honesty, and love. The stories are primarily folklore,
legends and hero tales. The books are read aloud
in class and then discussed. The different attributes
are featured according to a schedule throughout
the school year. Parents are encouraged to read
the books aloud with their children. Many of the
books are available at the public library. Falk School
Library has most of the main books and many of
the supplementary books. Stop in the library after
school Tuesday through Friday between 3:10-
4:00 or before 9:00 to arrange to borrow books.
Contact Ms. Herward (624-8010) for a complete list
of the Heartwood books.

I
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Heartwood Books
.

Main Books

00001000 - T. Yashima

000IOOY - E. Bunting
00000000000000000002- L. Cherry
000000000 ONooI000000iol- C. Marron
O000000O0000 - B. Cooney
00000000000000000000000000000 - 1. Freidman

Supplementary Books

0000000000000 - K. Rodanas

00rooiooong - E. Greenfield

0001000000 00I0000000I0100000C - L. Quigley

0000000000010000000000I- A message from
Chief Seattle

O0000I0DI0NODIDINIoOIOoan - J.W. Peterson

100001000 - B. Cooney

0001000000I00I00000000 - 1. Stansfield

Q0000000 - V. Kroll

000I0mo00Iomo0000I000I000000000000 -
A. Grifalconi

O00I0000000000000 - S. Chbosky.
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